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thousands of replicas of the bordereau.   One of these
came under the glance of a banker named Castro,
who sent a furtive message and whispered a name.
Matthieu went to Scheurer-Kestner. " Is Estcrhazy
the   man ?"   he   pleaded.     " He   is   the   man/*
rejoined the Senator.1   On November 15 Matthieu
published a letter to the Minister of War denouncing
Esterhazy as the writer of the bordereau and author
of the treason which Alfred Dreyfus was expiating
on the lie du Diable.     Esterhazy dashed to the
German Embassy, cocked a pistol and threatened
to  blow   out   his   brains   unless   Schwarzkoppen
announced that Dreyfus and not himself was guilty.
The attache put him out of the door.   Soon rallying
his wits, the Major reflected that the General Staff
was involved too deeply to allow him to be sacrificed.
Having addressed blackmailing notes to the proper
quarters, he insolently demanded a court-martial.
During the same month>  Zola  entered  the field
with three articles in Figaro*     One was a eulogy
of Scheurer-Kestner  and   another   defended   the
" Syndicate of Treason/*  this  being the epithet
with which the opposition press branded Matthieu
Dreyfus   and   his   associates-     The   third   was   a
polemic against anti-Semitism*   After that, Figaw
closed   its   pages   to   the   author   of PAssommoir,
Germinal and La Tene*

Thus dawned the annus mimbilis of 1898. Ester-
hazy had his trial, was acquitted, as he had fore-
seen* on January u? and was escorted to his house
by a multitude which shouted : Vive Farmie ! and
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